Moncrieff's plea that the student should be given more instruction than he has received in the past in preventive or social paediatrics. None the less, the total time devoted to the study of paediatrics in the British medical curriculum is still but a very small part of the six vears' course. Important as the study of preventive paediatrics mav be it is, in the reviewer's opinion, even more essential that the undergraduate student be not allowed to go out into general practice until he has keen thorough-grounded in the art of eliciting and interpreting the signs of disease as they appear in the young child. The present enthusiasm for social paediatrics must not be allowed to make teachers less aware of the undergraduate's need for training in diagnostic and curative paediatrics ; because at the present time and for a long time to come the general practitioner will usually first see a child because he is ill and in need of accurate diagnosis and treatment. This aspect of the student's training receives little attention in Professor Moncrieff's article. Although the reviewer has been provoked to criticise one chapter, it is not a bad thing in a book that it should thus provoke criticism and discussion especially among those who can influence the future development of paediatrics in this country.
As the late Sir Leonard Parsons pointed out in his Preface, the study of child health and disease in the U.K. has advanced in the last few years from a rather insignificant and neglected section of medicine to become one of the major subjects !n the medical curriculum. This book reflects how fruitful has been this increased interest in paediatrics and it proves the justification for further expansion in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching. Nobody who is concerned with any aspcct ()f child care can but be intensely interested in and stimulated by the arious artic les. Jn addition the book is beautifully turned out and contains many fine photographs It is worthy of a place in the library of every paediatrician, child welfare doctor and general practitioner, and it should be read by everybody who is concerned with the planning of the medical curriculum or with the administration of our national child care services.
